
Port Wine Auction Prices Reach
€5,000 as Global Demand Surges

Beyond Holiday Season
Rare vintages attract collectors worldwide, with France leading
consumption and Asian markets showing increased interest in

historic Ports.
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Port wine, long associated with holiday celebrations and after-dinner rituals, is gaining
new attention among collectors and wine enthusiasts throughout the year. Recent
auction results from iDealwine, a Paris-based online auction house, show that Port is no
longer just a seasonal indulgence but is increasingly recognized as a fine wine with
significant pedigree and investment potential.

In the past, Port was often seen as a drink reserved for private clubs or special
occasions, especially during the festive season. Its rich flavors pair well with traditional
holiday foods such as Christmas pudding and blue cheese, reinforcing its reputation as
a winter treat. However, auction data from iDealwine reveals that demand for rare and
vintage Ports is strong outside the holiday period. Of the top ten hammer prices for Port
recorded last year on iDealwine, all were achieved in the first half of the year,
particularly in May and June.

One notable sale was an 1880 vintage Port from Quinta Do Noval, which fetched €1,563
at auction in May. The bottle was acquired by a French collector. Such bottles are
extremely rare, with only a handful believed to exist worldwide. Another example is an
1870 Porto Regoa from Quinta Da Bouça, which sold for €863 to a buyer in Singapore.
These sales highlight the global appeal of historic Ports and their scarcity on the
market.

Producers such as Ramos Pinto, Taylor’s, Quinta de Loureiro, Burmester, and Niepoort
consistently attract high bids at auction. The highest price recorded for a Port on
iDealwine in recent years was €5,008 for a Vinces Very Old Tawny Port from Ramos
Pinto. This particular lot came from family reserves and had an average age of 100
years. It was purchased by another French collector.

France remains the world’s largest consumer of Port, surpassing even Portugal, the UK,
and the US. According to beverage alcohol data specialist IWSR, consumption of Port
has increased in these countries since the Covid-19 pandemic. Asian markets such as
Singapore and Hong Kong are also showing growing interest in Port wines.

Among the most sought-after Ports at auction is Nacional from Quinta do Noval.
Located in Portugal’s Douro Valley, Quinta do Noval has been producing wine since
1715 and is known for its innovation. The estate introduced labeled bottles in the 1920s



and pioneered age-indicated tawny Ports. Nacional is produced only in exceptional
years from ungrafted vines that survived the phylloxera epidemic. These wines are
aged in barrels for two years before being bottled for further aging.

Recent vintages of Nacional can command prices up to €1,000 at auction. Older bottles
see even higher values; a 1963 Nacional is currently estimated at nearly €4,000. Some
vintages are so rare they appear at auction only once every decade or more. For
example, the legendary 1931 Nacional vintage has not been seen on iDealwine since
2006.

The combination of history, craftsmanship, and rarity has elevated Port’s status among
collectors and connoisseurs. Auction results suggest that Port is moving beyond its
traditional image as a festive drink to become a serious contender in the fine wine
market. As more buyers recognize its value and unique qualities, Port’s presence at
auctions is expected to grow both in frequency and prestige.


