
Fine wine market faces broad
declines in early 2025 as rare

bottles defy the trend with strong
gains

Iconic labels from France, the US, and Italy post double-digit growth
despite regional downturns, highlighting collector demand for rarity
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The first half of 2025 has proven challenging for the fine wine market, with most major
regions experiencing a decline in prices. According to data from WineCap, a specialized
wine market analysis site, indices for Burgundy, Champagne, Bordeaux, and California
all closed the semester in negative territory. Despite this overall downturn, a select
group of wines managed to defy the trend and deliver double-digit value growth.

Among the top performers is the Hermitage Rouge 2021 from Domaine Jean Louis
Chave in the Rhône Valley, which saw its value rise by 36.8%. WineCap attributes this
strong performance to limited availability and growing global recognition of the wine’s
collectible status. Bordeaux also made a notable appearance with Château Canon
2014, up 25.8%, and Sauternes with Château d’Yquem 2014, which increased by
25.7%. The list continues with Burgundy’s La Tâche Grand Cru 2020 from Domaine de
la Romanée-Conti, up 24.5%.

The United States is represented by Napa Valley’s Screaming Eagle Cabernet
Sauvignon 2012, which posted a 24.4% increase in value since the start of the year.
This comes despite the California 50 index dropping by 5.6%, highlighting how high-end
Napa Valley wines continue to attract global attention in prestigious vintages.

Champagne’s Pol Roger Sir Winston Churchill 2015 also stood out, rising by 24.4% even
as the Champagne 50 index fell by 4.9%. Sauternes appears again with Château
Suduiraut 2016, up by 23.6%. The Rhône Valley’s E. Guigal Côte Rôtie 2028 from
Château d’Ampuis gained 20%, while Burgundy’s Clos de Tart Grand Cru increased by
18.1%.

Italy secured a place in the top ten with Soldera Case Basse 2018 from Montalcino,
which saw its value climb by 14.3%. This cult wine is recognized for its rarity and
quality, making it a standout performer in a difficult year for Italian fine wines.

WineCap notes that the presence of dessert wines like Château d’Yquem and Château
Suduiraut among the top performers suggests renewed interest from collectors in these
often undervalued categories, especially when linked to exceptional vintages.



The report emphasizes that not all wines follow broader market trends. While regional
indices declined across the board, a handful of exceptional bottles managed to
outperform due to their rarity and desirability among collectors.

Looking ahead to the second half of the year, WineCap describes market prospects as
cautiously positive. Macroeconomic challenges remain, including tariffs, interest rates,
and uneven global demand. However, opportunities still exist for those willing to look
beyond broad indices and focus on rare and selective wines.

In summary, while most of the fine wine market faced headwinds in early 2025, certain
iconic labels demonstrated resilience and growth. Their success underscores the
importance of rarity and reputation in driving value even during periods of broader
market weakness.


