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The southern French wine region of Costières de Nîmes is preparing to introduce a new
"Villages" designation, a move that could significantly elevate the profile of the wines
produced there. The announcement, confirmed by the leaders of the appellation, Cyril
Marès, Jérôme Castillon, and Aurélie Pujol, indicates that the region is aiming to follow a
model similar to the Côtes du Rhône Villages. The appellation hopes to implement the
new status by 2027, though the process is still in its early stages, and specific details
remain to be finalized.



The proposed "Costières de Nîmes Villages" designation is expected to bring stricter
production criteria, with a strong focus on environmentally sustainable practices.
According to local newspaper Midi Libre, the appellation is working closely with the
INAO (Institut National de l'Origine et de la Qualité), the French organization
responsible for managing appellation laws, to define the new requirements. Although
these criteria have yet to be formally announced, it is likely that they will include a
combination of higher quality controls and more ecologically responsible farming
methods. This aligns with growing consumer demand for sustainability in winemaking
and France's broader push towards environmentally conscious agriculture.

The introduction of the Villages label would create a tier within the Costières de Nîmes
appellation, highlighting the specific communes or vineyard areas that meet these
elevated standards. This approach mirrors that of the Côtes du Rhône Villages, which
allows certain villages that meet stringent quality requirements to append their name
to the broader appellation title. This system has been successful in providing greater
recognition to wines from more distinctive terroirs while reinforcing the region's overall
reputation.

Costières de Nîmes is known for its Mediterranean climate, with a combination of warm
temperatures, cooling breezes from the nearby Rhône River, and varied soil types that
make it an ideal location for producing high-quality red, white, and rosé wines. Red
wines dominate the region's production, often featuring blends of Syrah, Grenache, and
Mourvèdre, while whites and rosés are increasingly gaining attention for their freshness
and complexity.

The move toward a Villages designation has been anticipated for several years, with
wine industry insiders speculating about the possibility since at least 2022. Now, with
formal proceedings underway, the region's leaders are encouraging local wineries to
participate in this initiative, although it is not mandatory. The Costières de Nîmes
appellation hopes that by raising production standards and emphasizing sustainability,
the new Villages title will enhance the reputation of its wines both in France and
internationally.


