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The European wine sector is at a pivotal moment, facing challenges from global
competition, climate change, and shifting agricultural policies. As the European Union
rethinks its approach to agriculture through the upcoming Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) reforms, the appointment of Christophe Hansen as Commissioner of Agriculture
and Food offers both promise and uncertainty. Hansen, a Luxembourgish Member of
the European Parliament (MEP), has been nominated by Ursula von der Leyen,
President of the European Commission, to take on this critical role in the next executive
body of the EU. His leadership could shape the future of European wine production,

especially as the sector grapples with sustainability pressures and economic strains.

Hansen's nomination arrives at a time of heightened tensions within Europe's
agricultural communities. Farmers and livestock producers in several EU countries have
recently staged demonstrations, calling for reform in agricultural policy to better
address their needs. As the EU gears up for the post-2028 CAP framework, Hansen is
expected to play a crucial role in its design and negotiation. His leadership could either
reaffirm the status quo or drive significant changes in the way Europe supports its

agricultural sectors, including viticulture.

At the heart of the agricultural debate is a push to distribute CAP payments more
equitably. Small-scale farmers and producers have long called for a redistribution of
these funds, which often favor large-scale industrial farms. The recent Strategic
Dialogue on the Future of Agriculture, a forum that gathered stakeholders from the
agricultural, rural, and academic sectors, highlighted the need for reforms that target
those most in need of financial support. For the European wine sector, particularly small
and medium-sized wineries, this represents a potential turning point. If Hansen aligns
with these recommendations, a more equitable distribution of CAP payments could
benefit producers focused on high-quality, artisanal wines, rather than mass-produced

wines from large-scale vineyards.

Supporting the Smaller Wine Producers

The European wine industry is vast and diverse, with small family-owned estates
coexisting alongside industrial-scale vineyards. The CAP has historically been criticized

for disproportionately benefiting the latter, and many winemakers are eager for



change. With Hansen at the helm of EU agricultural policy, the wine sector may see a
shift in how subsidies are allocated. Smaller wine producers, particularly those who
prioritize quality over quantity, could find themselves better supported under a more

equitable funding model.

Such reforms would be in line with Hansen's expected focus on fairness and
sustainability, as suggested by the Strategic Dialogue's recent recommendations. By
channeling more resources toward small and medium-sized wineries, the EU could help
preserve the cultural and regional diversity of European wines. This would allow smaller
producers to compete more effectively with larger wineries and mass-market
producers, while ensuring that traditional winemaking techniques and local varietals

continue to thrive.

Pushing for Sustainability in Viticulture

Sustainability is another key area where Hansen's tenure could influence the wine
sector. Environmental concerns are becoming increasingly urgent for winemakers
across Europe, as climate change affects grape-growing regions in profound ways.
From shifting weather patterns to rising temperatures, the challenges of producing
wine in a warming world are significant. Hansen's agricultural vision is likely to
emphasize the importance of eco-friendly farming practices, and this could extend to

viticulture.

One of the most promising avenues for Hansen's leadership in this regard is the
promotion of sustainable viticulture practices such as organic farming, biodynamics,
and the reduction of chemical inputs. The European Union has already set ambitious
goals for environmental sustainability through its Farm to Fork Strategy, which aims to
make the EU's food systems more sustainable. Hansen could leverage this strategy to
offer financial incentives and technical support to wine producers who adopt greener

practices.

For many wineries, particularly those already committed to organic or biodynamic
methods, this could mean expanded access to funding and resources. Hansen may also

push for broader adoption of sustainability certification systems, which would not only



benefit the environment but also enhance the marketability of European wines to
increasingly eco-conscious consumers. Moreover, promoting sustainability in the wine

industry aligns with the EU's larger goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050.

Trade Negotiations and the Protection of European Wine

Another critical aspect of Hansen's potential influence on the wine sector will be his role
in trade negotiations. Europe is the largest wine exporter in the world, and international
trade agreements play a pivotal role in shaping the fortunes of its wine producers.
Tariffs, quotas, and trade barriers can either bolster or hinder European wines' access
to global markets, especially in lucrative regions such as the United States, China, and

Japan.

Hansen's experience as an MEP and his background in European affairs suggest that he
could take a proactive approach in negotiating favorable trade deals for the EU's wine
industry. His focus will likely be on ensuring that European wine producers can compete
fairly on the global stage while protecting the distinctiveness of their products. This
may include defending geographical indications (Gls) like the Denomination of Origin
(DO), which safeguards the reputation of region-specific wines such as Champagne,

Chianti, and Rioja.

Labeling and Geographical Indications

Beyond trade, Hansen's approach to regulatory frameworks—particularly concerning
labeling and geographical indications—could profoundly impact European wine
producers. Geographical indications are vital to maintaining the integrity and identity of
European wines. These protections ensure that only wines produced in specific regions

using traditional methods can bear the names of those regions on their labels.

Hansen is expected to strengthen the enforcement of these regulations, potentially
tightening the rules around imitation products or misleading branding that could dilute
the value of European Gls. By safeguarding these designations, Hansen would help
ensure that European wines retain their prestige and authenticity in both domestic and

international markets. This could also boost consumer trust, both within the EU and



abroad, where European wines often command premium prices based on their quality

and heritage.

A Transformative Era for European Wine?

As Christophe Hansen steps into his role as European Commissioner for Agriculture and
Food, his policies and decisions could usher in significant changes for the wine sector.
From reforming CAP subsidies to advocating for sustainable practices and navigating
complex trade negotiations, Hansen's impact on European wine could be far-reaching.
Whether he emerges as a staunch ally of small-scale winemakers or a champion of
sustainability, his tenure will undoubtedly shape the future of one of Europe's most
cherished agricultural products. The wine world will be watching closely as Hansen

takes the reins and begins to define his legacy in this critical sector.



