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Tsal Joins Burgundy's Wine Elite

Joe Tsai, Alibaba Co-Founder, Invests in Burgundy Vineyards

Tuesday, September 17, 2024

The quiet but steady influx of international wealth into the hallowed terroirs of

Burgundy continues, this time with the co-founder and chairman of Alibaba, Joe Tsai,
entering the fray. Recent reports have surfaced linking Tsai, who holds both Taiwanese
and Canadian citizenship, to the acquisition of vineyard plots in Burgundy, one of the
world's most prestigious wine regions. According to Bloomberg, Tsai is part of a
consortium that has purchased several coveted parcels of land in Gevrey-Chambertin, a
celebrated commune in the Céte d'Or, known for producing some of the finest Pinot

Noir wines in the world.



Burgundy is a region where land ownership holds almost mythical significance. The
parcels that Tsai's group has acquired are nestled in the northern part of the Cote de
Nuits, specifically in Charmes-Chambertin, Mazoyeres-Chambertin, and Ruchottes-
Chambertin—three vineyards that are part of the Chambertin appellation. These
vineyards produce wines that are not only iconic but also command steep prices on the

global market, further cementing Burgundy's elite status in the world of fine wine.

While the exact sum of this acquisition remains undisclosed, the significance of the
purchase extends beyond mere ownership. These vineyards produce exceptional Pinot
Noir, revered for their depth, complexity, and aging potential. Tsai's involvement
suggests a strategic investment in a market where land is scarce and demand is
consistently high. Burgundy, unlike Bordeaux, has relatively small vineyards, often
divided into minuscule plots passed down through generations. This makes land

acquisition in the region both a rare opportunity and a significant statement of intent.

Gevrey-Chambertin is one of Burgundy's most distinguished wine-producing areas,
home to nine Grands Crus vineyards, some of which rank among the most prestigious
in the world. These vineyards, including those Tsai is now linked to, have a legendary
status due to their ability to produce wines that embody the elegance, power, and
longevity of fine Pinot Noir. The village itself is revered by connoisseurs and investors

alike for its centuries-old heritage of winemaking.

The specific vineyards—Charmes-Chambertin, Mazoyeres-Chambertin, and Ruchottes-
Chambertin—are no exception. These names hold an allure for collectors and
enthusiasts, known for their fine tannins, vibrant acidity, and complex flavor profiles
that evolve beautifully with time. With such revered land now part of Tsai's holdings,
the move solidifies his position among a growing cohort of international elites seeking a

foothold in France's exclusive wine territories.

Joe Tsai is not the first high-profile Alibaba executive to step into the world of French
winemaking. His co-founder Jack Ma made headlines in 2016 when he purchased
Chateau de Sours, a historic estate in Bordeaux's Entre-Deux-Mers region. Ma's foray
into winemaking was emblematic of a broader trend of Chinese and international

interest in French vineyards, particularly in Bordeaux, where over 100 chateaux were



acquired by Chinese investors between 2010 and 2016.

This trend has not been confined to Bordeaux. In Burgundy, a number of influential
figures from around the world have invested in land, drawn by the region's mystique
and the prestige associated with owning a slice of its vineyards. Bernard Arnault,
founder of LVMH, the luxury conglomerate, as well as the Bouygues, Dassault, Perrodo,
Pinault, and Rothschild families, have all secured vineyards in Burgundy, each seeking
to expand their already formidable empires by linking their names to the land that

produces some of the most sought-after wines in the world.

The international appetite for these vineyards reflects a broader understanding that
owning a piece of Burgundy is about more than wine—it's about heritage, exclusivity,
and a long-term investment that appreciates not only in value but in cultural
significance. This latest move by Tsai continues this trend, positioning him among a
global elite who view these vineyards as both a financial investment and a symbol of

status.

There is something almost mystical about Burgundy's vineyards, particularly those
planted with Pinot Noir, a grape that thrives in the region's unique climate and soils.
Unlike Bordeaux, where blends dominate, Burgundy's most revered wines are often
single-varietal Pinot Noirs, which are known for their transparency and ability to reflect

the intricacies of terroir.

The appeal of Pinot Noir lies in its delicate yet expressive nature. It is a grape that
requires precise conditions to thrive, and nowhere is this more apparent than in
Burgundy. These wines are celebrated for their ability to evolve gracefully over time,
gaining complexity with age. For investors like Tsai, ownership of land in Gevrey-
Chambertin offers the chance to produce wines that can compete on the global stage,

not just for their flavor, but for their historical and cultural resonance.

Although the vineyards Tsai's group has acquired do not currently produce wine, the
acquisition signals a broader strategy of securing land in prime wine-growing regions. It
is not unusual for high-net-worth individuals to invest in vineyards as part of a
diversified portfolio. These investments are often seen as long-term, given the potential

for the land to appreciate and the ability to leverage the wine's cachet as a luxury



product.

However, the purchase also suggests a deeper personal interest. Many of the world's
wealthiest individuals who invest in vineyards are driven by a passion for wine, seeking
not just a return on investment, but also the fulfillment that comes from being a part of
the wine world. As wine collecting and production increasingly intersect with the realms
of art and luxury, owning a piece of Burgundy has become a mark of prestige that goes

beyond mere numbers on a balance sheet.

Joe Tsai's entry into Burgundy marks the latest chapter in the ongoing story of global
investment in French vineyards. In acquiring plots in Gevrey-Chambertin, Tsai joins a
distinguished list of magnates who recognize the value—both financial and cultural—of
owning land in one of the most revered wine regions on earth. While the specifics of the
acquisition are still unfolding, one thing is clear: Burgundy's allure remains as strong as

ever, continuing to captivate the world's wealthiest and most discerning investors.



