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The 2024 French wine harvest has been marked by a considerable reduction in
production, with a decline of approximately 18% compared to the previous year. This
dramatic decrease is primarily attributed to adverse weather conditions, which have
negatively impacted most of France's wine regions. The French Ministry of Agriculture
now estimates that total production will reach 39.3 million hectoliters, a figure revised
downward from initial projections of between 40 and 43 million hectoliters, which were
published in August before the harvest season had begun. The downward revision
follows a more accurate assessment of flowering outcomes, particularly in later-
blooming vineyards such as those in the Charentes.



The situation is particularly grim in the Jura, where production has plummeted by a
staggering 71% compared to 2023. After enjoying a stellar year in 2023, the vineyards
in this region have been severely affected by frost and mildew, which have significantly
damaged the crops. Despite the region's smaller overall volume of production, this
sharp decline underscores the challenges that have faced vineyards across the country.
Similarly, the Charentes, which is home to the expansive vineyards that supply Cognac,
have seen a 35% drop in production. This decline is especially troubling given the
increase in cultivated surface area. The reasons for this sharp decrease are twofold:
fewer grape clusters and poor flowering, both the result of wet weather during the
crucial flowering period.

In the Loire Valley, another of France's renowned wine regions, production is expected
to fall by 30%, primarily due to mildew, which has plagued vineyards across the
country this year. Burgundy and Beaujolais, regions with rich histories in winemaking,
are also facing declines, with an estimated 25% drop in production. This decrease has
been exacerbated by hailstorms that ravaged certain areas. Champagne, on the other
hand, is expected to experience a less severe decline of 16%. While this decrease is
concerning, it still leaves Champagne's output 8% higher than the five-year average,
offering some solace in an otherwise challenging season. In Bordeaux, the country's
most famous wine-producing region, production is projected to fall by 10%, with
diseases and hailstorms contributing to the losses. In addition to these challenges,
Bordeaux has seen a reduction in vineyard acreage, in line with a regional plan to
uproot 8,000 hectares of vines due to a prolonged slump in wine sales, particularly red
wines.

Beyond the more headline-grabbing issues of frost and mildew, French vineyards have
also had to contend with other climatic phenomena that have further complicated the
harvest. "Coulure" has caused flowers and young berries to fall prematurely, while
"millerandage" has resulted in uneven grape sizes, both outcomes of the cold and wet
weather that occurred during the flowering period. These complications have
compounded the difficulties faced by winemakers, making 2024 one of the most
challenging years in recent memory for French viticulture.



Despite these broad challenges, some regions have fared better than others. Corsica, a
smaller and often overlooked wine region, has seen its production rise by 9% compared
to the average over the last five years, a positive outcome attributed to August rains.
However, even here, 2024's output is still projected to be 5% lower than in 2023. While
Corsica stands out as a rare bright spot, the overall picture for France is one of decline,
with the 2024 harvest expected to be 11% below the average production between 2019
and 2023.

This year's harvest confirms a broader trend of shrinking wine production in France, a
country that remains synonymous with viticulture. However, it also raises important
questions about the future of winemaking in a changing climate. With frost, mildew,
and erratic weather patterns becoming more frequent, French winemakers may need to
adapt to new realities that could redefine how and where wine is produced in the
country.

The 2024 vintage will likely be remembered not only for its reduced output but also for
the resilience shown by winemakers who, despite daunting challenges, continue to
produce wines that reflect the character and complexity of their regions. Looking
ahead, the emphasis will be on how the industry can safeguard its future against the
uncertainties posed by climate change. In a year like this, the story of French wine is
not just about quantity, but about the determination to continue crafting wines that the
world has come to cherish.


