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French Wine Harvest in Crisis

Economic Fallout as French Wine Production Dwindles

Wednesday, August 21, 2024

The 2024 wine harvest in France is poised to be a challenging season, with significant

reductions in production expected across nearly all of the country's wine-producing
regions. According to preliminary estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture, this year's
wine output is projected to be between 40 and 43 million hectoliters, marking a
decrease of 10% to 16% compared to 2023, and a 3% to 10% drop from the average

production between 2019 and 2023.



The decline in production can be attributed to a series of adverse weather conditions
and widespread vine diseases that have taken a toll on vineyards from Bordeaux to
Burgundy. The Ministry's figures, though provisional, highlight the severity of the
situation, as climatic challenges have amplified the already precarious nature of

viticulture.

Climatic Challenges and Their Impact

This year's growing season has been particularly unfavorable, starting with a wet spring
that fostered an environment ripe for the spread of mildew, a fungal disease that has
severely impacted vines across the nation. This blight has not only reduced the
quantity of grapes but has also threatened the quality of the harvest in several key

regions.

In addition to mildew, episodes of frost and hail have compounded the difficulties faced
by winemakers. These extreme weather events have led to issues such as coulure and
millerandage, where vines experience poor fruit set or produce berries of uneven sizes,
respectively. These phenomena, largely induced by the cool and damp conditions
during the flowering period, have further diminished the potential yield for the 2024

harvest.

Despite these setbacks, the Ministry of Agriculture has cautioned that these estimates
are still subject to change, depending on the weather conditions in the coming weeks.
The harvest, which has just begun in some areas, will continue into early autumn. There
is a glimmer of hope that well-hydrated soils might partially offset the expected

reduction in production.

A Declining Demand Exacerbates the Crisis

The challenges of 2024 extend beyond just the production levels. France, which had
reclaimed its position as the world's leading wine producer with a 48 million hectoliter
output in 2023, now faces a troubling decline in demand, particularly for red wine. Over
the past three years, red wine sales have plummeted by 15% in the retail sector.

Meanwhile, sales of white and rosé wines have also seen declines of 3% to 5%,



according to Jérome Despey, president of the wine council at FranceAgriMer.

The downturn in red wine demand is particularly distressing for producers in regions
such as the southwest, Occitania, and the Rhone Valley. Economic pressures in these
areas have intensified as producers grapple with lower revenues. In response, the
Bordeaux region has launched a vine-pulling program, offering financial compensation
to growers in a bid to balance supply and demand. However, the broader
implementation of a similar national program remains uncertain, pending approval from

the European Commission.

The combination of adverse weather conditions, vine diseases, and a declining market
presents a daunting scenario for the French wine industry in 2024. As the harvest
progresses, the final figures will shed more light on the full extent of the challenges
faced. However, it is clear that this year's vintage will not only be marked by lower
volumes but also by the broader implications for the wine economy and the livelihoods

of producers across the country.

In this context, the resilience of the French wine industry will be put to the test. With
production levels at risk and market demand in flux, the future of French viticulture
may hinge on both adapting to the evolving climate and addressing the shifting

consumer preferences that are reshaping the global wine landscape.



