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Porto: A Weekend Wine Escape

Two Days in Porto, Indulge in the Magic of Port Wine

Tuesday, August 6, 2024

When one thinks of Porto, the image of its famed fortified wines often comes to mind.

Known globally as one of Portugal's most distinguished products, the wines of Porto
trace their origins to the Douro Valley's esteemed vineyards. These fortified wines,
made robust by the addition of brandy during fermentation, have a storied history
dating back to the 16th and 17th centuries, when the added spirit helped the wine

withstand the rigors of maritime trade.



For wine enthusiasts, a weekend trip to Porto promises an immersive experience in this
rich viticultural tradition. Here's a detailed guide on what to explore in Porto over two

days, particularly focusing on its celebrated wineries.

A Wine Tour in Porto

A tour of Porto's wineries offers a profound insight into the city's wine culture. Most
wineries provide guided tours in multiple languages, including English, typically lasting
about an hour and culminating in a tasting session. These tours are an excellent
opportunity to learn about the history of Porto wine, its various types, and the

meticulous production process.

Getting to the Wineries

Interestingly, the famed wineries are not located within Porto itself but across the river
in Vila Nova de Gaia. A scenic walk across the Dom Luis | Bridge, with its breathtaking
views of Porto's Ribeira district, leads you to Gaia. From here, you can take the Gaia
cable car down to the winery area or enjoy a leisurely stroll through the town, soaking

in the vinous atmosphere.

Top Wineries to Visit




The sheer number of wineries in Gaia can be overwhelming. Here's a selection of some

of the most notable ones, each offering unique experiences:

Sandeman Cellars

Perhaps the most iconic of Porto's wineries, Sandeman is easily recognizable by its logo
of a caped man. The cellar houses its own wine museum and offers a range of guided

tours to suit different interests and budgets.

Ferreira Cellars

Established in 1751 on the ruins of an old convent, Ferreira Cellars provides three types
of tours: the Classic tour, which includes a museum visit and tasting of two wines; the
Casa Ferreirinha tour, with three wines; and the Dona Antonia tour, a more exclusive

experience featuring a private tasting of five wines.

Offley Cellars

Founded in 1737 by Englishman William Offley, this is one of the oldest wineries in
Porto. Its tours are among the most affordable in Gaia, offering a glimpse into the

production of Porto Rosé, Porto Ruby, and Porto Tawny.

Ramos Pinto Cellars

The Ramos Pinto family were pioneers in modernizing wine production techniques.
Their winery museum offers an intriguing journey through the family's history and the

evolution of Porto wine.

Taylor's Cellars

Taylor's boasts a beautiful terrace and a library where visitors can enjoy tastings,

making it one of the most charming wineries to visit.



Graham's Cellars

Graham's offers a comprehensive tour experience, featuring an interactive exhibition, a
wine museum, a prestigious restaurant, and stunning views of Porto from its hilltop

location.

Calem Cellars

The first winery you encounter after crossing the Dom Luis | Bridge, Calem includes its

own museum and a bar with splendid views of the Douro River.

Tips for a Successful Wine Tour

To make the most of your wine tour in Porto, consider the following tips:



e Purchase Wisely: Surprisingly, buying wine at the wineries can be more
expensive than in local shops. Unless you're after something special, it's often
better to make your purchases elsewhere.

e Check Schedules: Many wineries close early and some do not accept visitors on
certain days. Always check operating hours and make reservations in advance,
especially during peak tourist seasons.

e Plan Your Route: Organize your winery visits to maximize your time and avoid

backtracking.

The history of Porto and its wines is deeply intertwined. Visiting its wineries is not just
about savoring exceptional wines but also about understanding the city's unique
cultural and historical fabric. Whether you're an avid wine connoisseur or a casual

enthusiast, a tour of Porto's wineries promises an enriching and flavorful experience.



