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In a scandal shaking Taiwan's upper echelons, prominent businessman and wine
aficionado Wood Chen finds himself at the center of a major wine counterfeiting
controversy. Allegations suggest that some of Taiwan's wealthiest individuals, including
business moguls from various sectors, have collectively invested over NT$1 billion
(approximately $30 million) in what are now suspected to be counterfeit wines. These
wines, purportedly hailing from the prestigious Burgundy region, were sold through two
distributors, Top 100 Wine and UMC.

Huang Huihong, head of Top 100 Wine, has acknowledged the growing concerns and
has offered to accept returns and reimburse customers. He pointed fingers at Wood
Chen, a former chairman of the notable electronics firm Yageo Corporation, as the
source of the suspicious batch of wines. Meanwhile, Chen's brother, Pierre Chen, a
known collector, is auctioning off a collection of fine wines dubbed "The Epicurean's
Atlas" through Sotheby's, expected to fetch an unprecedented $50 million. Importantly,
there is no evidence suggesting that the wines in Pierre Chen's collection are linked to
the counterfeit allegations surrounding Wood Chen.

The suspicions surfaced during a recent tasting event held among Taiwan's elite, where
a notable uniformity in the appearance and flavor profile of the wines, supposedly from
diverse Burgundy vintages and estates, raised eyebrows. Attendees reportedly
observed similarities that seemed improbable for such rare and typically distinct wines.
This triggered concerns and suspicion, with Wood Chen coming under scrutiny,
particularly as he has been selling portions of his wine collection since 2019, both
directly and through distributors like UMC.

When questioned by the press, Wood Chen defended his stance, stating that the
findings from a single tasting session are insufficient to label the entire collection as
counterfeit. He noted that out of the 11 bottles scrutinized during the event, only three
or four were from his collection, and even then, it wasn't certain if they were all from
his personal stock. Chen emphasized that in any extensive collection, encountering a
few subpar bottles is not unusual and cautioned against jumping to conclusions without
thorough investigation.



The fallout from these revelations has sent ripples through Taiwan's influential circles in
finance, technology, real estate, and media. As reported by Vino-Joy, a question that
has become common in social gatherings is, "Have you returned your wine?" This
reflects widespread anxiety and precaution among collectors, some of whom have
invested in hundreds of bottles of rare Burgundies, such as the Grand Cru Chambertin
2006 from Dujac. This particular vintage is especially rare, with global distribution
limited to about 400 to 500 bottles annually, and Taiwan typically receiving just one.

Despite the mounting allegations, Wood Chen has agreed to refund at least one
customer, while steadfastly maintaining his innocence. He argues that frequent tastings
could lead to some wines tasting alike, particularly if served at higher temperatures,
which can blur the distinctive qualities of each wine.

As the investigation unfolds, the Taiwanese wine community watches closely, with
many hoping for clarity and resolution. The scandal highlights the vulnerabilities in the
high-end wine market, where authenticity is paramount and trust is a valuable
currency. For now, collectors and connoisseurs alike are left grappling with the
implications of this scandal on their cherished collections.


