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London Wine Fair Focuses on
Sustainable Future with Bottle
Reuse Initiative

Wine Industry Pursues Reusable Bottles to Slash Carbon Footprint
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In the historic halls of the London Wine Fair, there's a vibrant buzz that's not just about

the latest vintage from Bordeaux or a crisp new Chardonnay from Chile. This year, the

conversation is turning towards sustainability, specifically the pressing issue of glass



bottle reuse in the wine industry, a topic that could reshape the future landscape of

wine consumption and production.

At the forefront of this movement is the Reuse Ready International Charter, a bold
initiative set to be unveiled next week at the fair. This charter springs from last year's
Bottle Collection Initiative, a joint effort by the London Wine Fair, the non-profit
organization The Porto Protocol, and Sustainable Wine Solutions. Their goal? To
transform the lifecycle of the humble wine bottle from a single-use vessel into a

champion of sustainability.

The need for such a transformation has become increasingly clear. Hannah Tovey, the
head of the London Wine Fair, shared insights into the complexities of the bottle reuse
process. Last year's initiative involved meticulous planning from the placement and
durability of collection receptacles to evaluating each bottle's potential for reuse post-
event. The audit of over 20,000 bottles revealed a staggering variety of shapes, sizes,
and designs, highlighting significant challenges in standardization that could hinder the

scalability of reuse programs.

Despite these challenges, there's a silver lining: a whopping 73% of the bottles were
deemed reusable. This finding underscores a vast potential for reducing waste and
emissions in the wine industry. Currently, the industry's heavy reliance on glass results
in significant carbon footprints, with billions of bottles produced annually, each

contributing roughly 600 grams of CO2 to the atmosphere.

The Reuse Ready Charter aims to tackle these issues head-on by rallying everyone
from producers to glass manufacturers and buyers around a common goal of reducing
the reliance on single-use bottles. This initiative is not just about environmental
responsibility; it's also about economic practicality. Reusable glass has been shown to

produce 85% fewer carbon emissions compared to its single-use counterpart.

The enthusiasm for this initiative is palpable among industry leaders. Muriel Chatel of
Sustainable Wine Solutions describes the reusable bottle as a "silver bullet" for
maintaining glass as the preferred container in the wine industry, not just for its
traditional aesthetic but for its minimal environmental impact. This sentiment is echoed

by Adrian Bridge of The Porto Protocol, who emphasizes the dire need for sustainable



practices in light of the environmental toll of current production methods.

Moreover, an open letter has been issued to the glass manufacturers, urging them to
heed the calls of one of their biggest clients—the global wine industry. The letter calls
for leveraging corporate responsibility to foster change and embrace a more circular

economy within the glass industry.

This push towards sustainability is not occurring in a vacuum. Around the world,
innovators are experimenting with models for a reusable supply chain. The success of
these pioneers points to a promising future where such practices could become the

norm, provided there is widespread and collaborative effort across the industry.

As we look towards the unveiling of the Reuse Ready Charter at the London Wine Fair,
it's clear that the path to sustainability is fraught with challenges but also ripe with
opportunity. The wine industry is poised at a crucial crossroads, and the decisions
made now could ensure that future generations can continue to enjoy a good glass of

wine without weighing heavily on the planet.



