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Speaking from the OIV headquarters in Dijon, by web conference, Director General John Barker, presented
the State of the World Vine and Wine sector in 2023.

In the cozy, yet distinctly professional atmosphere of the OIV headquarters in Dijon, the
backdrop of ancient vineyards contrasting sharply with the modernity of a web
conference, John Barker, the Director General, addressed the world about the current
state of the global vine and wine sector. It's 2023, and the world of wine, much like the
vines themselves, has had to stand firm against the howling winds of economic
pressures and climatic upheavals.

Shrinking Vines on a Global Stage

In an era where every square meter of green is precious, the global vineyard surface
has not been spared, contracting by 0.5% to a current total of 7.2 million hectares. This
marks the third year of a troubling trend, where the romantic landscapes of vineyards



are not just in retreat from the encroaching urban sprawl but also from strategic
decisions to pull up stakes—quite literally—in major wine-growing regions around the
world.

A Toast to Survival in Tough Times

The tale of wine production in 2023 reads like a suspenseful novel. From extreme
weather events that have become all too familiar, to the less cinematic but equally
devastating fungal diseases, vineyards worldwide have struggled. The result? A drop in
global wine production by 10% from the previous year, sinking to a sobering 237 million
hectolitres—the lowest since 1961. Each bottle of 2023 vintage might well be a
survivor's tale corked and cellared.

Priced Out of a Pour

As if the battle with nature wasn't enough, the specter of inflation has loomed large,
haunting every step from vine to wine glass. Wine consumption has seen a downturn,
dropping 2.6% to 221 million hectolitres. Higher costs of production and distribution,
sparked by global economic shifts, have inevitably trickled down to the consumer. In a
time where every penny counts, the luxury of a leisurely glass of wine is becoming a
harder sell.

An Unlikely Hero: Trade Value

However, not all was gloom. The dynamics of international wine trade presented a
silver lining. Even as the volume of wine crossing borders dipped to 99 million
hectolitres, the overall trade value buoyed up to an impressive 36 billion euros. This
anomaly, where less wine fetched more money, has seen the average price per litre of
exported wine climb to a record high of 3.62 euros. It seems that in times of scarcity,
the value of pleasure—measured in sips of wine—increases.



Looking Ahead

The wine industry, storied and steeped in tradition, is no stranger to cycles of boom and
bust. The resilience displayed by some markets offers a glimmer of hope and a toast to
the human spirit's capacity to adapt and savor life's finer moments against the odds.

As the global community continues to navigate these turbulent times, the story of wine
is more than just about beverage; it's about the heartbeat of cultures, economies, and
environments intricately linked by the vine. Each bottle from 2023 will not just be a
taste of wine but a draught of history, savored by those who appreciate the depths of
its journey.


