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A new chapter for Chateau
Giscours

The end of a dispute ushers in a bright future for a historic Bordeaux

estate
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In the tranquil vineyards of Bordeaux, nestled within the prestigious Margaux
appellation, Chateau Giscours has been writing its story, one that's as rich and complex
as the wines it produces. The recent closure of a protracted and tangled legal dispute
marks the beginning of a new era for this historic estate, promising an even brighter
future under the sole stewardship of the Albada Jelgersma family. This development not
only signifies a pivotal moment for the chateau but also reflects broader themes of

legacy, stewardship, and the unyielding pursuit of excellence in the world of fine wine.



The story of Chateau Giscours is a tale of two families intertwined with the fate of a
legendary estate. When Eric Albada Jelgersma, a Dutch entrepreneur with a passion for
wine, acquired a majority stake in the winery in 1995, he stepped into a complex
ownership structure that included the rights to the Giscours brand and its wine
production but not to the land and historic buildings. This partial ownership set the
stage for years of legal wrangling with the heirs of the former owner, Nicolas Tari, after
his death in 2001. The heart of the dispute lay in the divided ownership of the land and
the winery, a situation that presented considerable challenges to the estate's

management and development.

Despite these challenges, the dedication of the Albada Jelgersma family and the skilled
management by Alexander van Beek, who has been at the helm since his arrival as an
intern in 1995, have kept the winery's reputation for quality wine steadily ascending.
The estate's recent acquisition of the remaining assets, culminating in the complete
control of Chateau Giscours by the Albada Jelgersma family, marks not just the end of

legal battles but also a significant milestone in the winery's history.

Chateau Giscours, with its expansive 395 acres of vineyards set within a stunning
ecosystem of forests, meadows, lakes, and a river, stands as a testament to the vision
and resilience of its stewards. The winery's offerings, including the esteemed grand vin
from the Margaux AOC and its second wine, La Sirene, along with a Haut-Médoc
bottling, are a reflection of the meticulous care and innovative practices employed in

its vineyards and winemaking process.

For wine enthusiasts and industry watchers alike, the unification of Chateau Giscours
under a single owner promises not just continuity but an elevation in the quality and
reputation of its wines. As the Albada Jelgersma family looks forward to new
possibilities for growth and excellence, the wine world eagerly anticipates the next

chapters in the storied legacy of this remarkable estate.

Beyond the borders of Bordeaux, the family's wine pursuits extend to Tuscany, where
they own and operate Caiarossa, further showcasing their commitment to producing
exceptional wines across diverse terroirs. This holistic approach to winemaking,

grounded in respect for the land and a forward-looking vision, underscores the family's



contribution to the global wine community.

The resolution of the dispute at Chateau Giscours is more than a legal victory; it's a
celebration of passion, perseverance, and the endless quest for excellence that defines
the world of fine wine. As the estate embarks on this new chapter, the legacy of
Chateau Giscours and the Albada Jelgersma family's stewardship will undoubtedly

continue to inspire and enchant wine lovers around the globe.



