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The resurgence of international tourism in Italy has been nothing short of spectacular,
marking 2024 as a watershed year for the sector. The Borsa Internazionale del Turismo
(BIT) 2024, held at Fieramilanocity, has brought forward some compelling data that
paints a picture of recovery and optimism. After a challenging period, the Italian
tourism landscape is witnessing a vibrant revival, fueled by the return of international
travelers and a boost in sales for local hospitality businesses.



A study by ENIT-Unioncamere and ISNART revealed that the average room occupancy
rate in Italy surged to 51% in 2023, a notable increase of 3.8% from 2019, which was
previously considered the peak year for Italian tourism. This resurgence is particularly
impressive when considering the international demand, which has grown by 10% over
2019 and 7% over the previous year. Foreign visitors now spend an average of 68
Euros per person per day on Italian soil, outspending their Italian counterparts and
contributing to a positive economic impact of 2.9% year-over-year.

This revival is accompanied by a growing consciousness among travelers and service
providers alike towards sustainability and green services. These elements are
becoming crucial in marketing and positioning within the market, signaling a shift
towards more environmentally responsible tourism.

Sustainability: The New Travel Trend

The spotlight on environmental sustainability has led to an increased interest in eco-
friendly travel options, with train travel emerging as the preferred mode of
transportation among environmentally conscious tourists. Trenitalia, the flagship of the
FS Group's Passengers Business Unit and the official transport provider for BIT, has
showcased how train travel not only offers comfort and convenience but also stands as
a testament to sustainable mobility. The introduction of the Frecciarossa 1000, the
world's first high-speed train to receive environmental impact certification, highlights
the industry's commitment to minimizing energy consumption and enhancing the
recyclability of materials.

Why Italy Continues to Charm

Italy's appeal to tourists is multifaceted, combining history, art, fashion, and cuisine
into a compelling mix that draws visitors from around the globe. Milan, with its allure of
high fashion and vibrant nightlife, remains a top destination. Yet, the charm of Venice,
with its iconic canals and romantic ambiance, and the historical richness of Rome,
Florence, and Naples, continue to captivate the hearts of travelers seeking unique
experiences.



The True Italian Experience initiative, supported by Trenitalia, emphasizes slow,
sustainable, and experiential tourism, allowing tourists to explore Italy's major cities
and hidden gems alike. This approach not only promotes a deeper engagement with
Italy's cultural and natural heritage but also supports the broader shift towards
sustainability in tourism.

As Italy welcomes back international tourists, it is clear that the country's rich cultural
tapestry, combined with a commitment to sustainability, is setting the stage for a new
era in tourism. With initiatives like the True Italian Experience and the support of
Trenitalia, Italy is not just reopening its doors to the world; it is doing so in a way that
ensures the beauty and integrity of its destinations for generations to come.


