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In a landscape often dominated by high-priced bottles, the notion that exceptional
wines can be found at modest prices remains a delightful revelation for wine
enthusiasts. The 2023 list of Top 10 Value Wines, curated by Wine Spectator's team of
editors, underscores this reality. This annual selection highlights wines that not only
exemplify the unique characteristics of their respective regions but also remain
accessible in price and availability.



Each wine on this coveted list has scored 90 points or higher on Wine Spectator's 100-
point scale, priced at $40 or less, and produced in quantities sufficient for widespread
distribution. This approach encourages oenophiles to broaden their horizons and
discover new favorites in the ever-evolving world of wine.

1. La Crema Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2021

Starting the list is La Crema's Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2021, scoring 91 points and
priced at $28. La Crema, once a small Pinot Noir brand, has evolved into a household
name, particularly in California. They've mastered the art of producing high-quality,
affordable Pinot Noir, a feat not easily achieved in a market where expensive, small-
volume bottles are more common. Key to their success is the extensive vineyard
holdings of Jackson Family Wines in Sonoma County, allowing for a blend of distinct
flavors and textures from various subregions.

2. Vasse Felix Cabernet Sauvignon Margaret River Filius 2021,
Australia (93 points, $28)

Vasse Felix, with more than half a century of winemaking in Margaret River, continues
to impress under Virginia Willcock's stewardship. The Filius, a blend of Cabernet and
Malbec, is a testament to innovation in fermentation and aging, revealing a wine of
vibrant fruit and soft tannins.

3. Rapaura Springs Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough Reserve 2022,
New Zealand (93 points, $19)

Rapaura Springs, under the guidance of Matt Thomson and the Neylon and Wiffin
families, has elevated the standard for New Zealand Sauvignon Blancs. This wine,
sourced from Dillons Point and Wairau Valley, balances fresh fruit flavors with
complexity and texture, a true representation of the region's terroir.



4. The Four Graces Pinot Noir Willamette Valley 2021, Oregon (92
points, $30)

In Oregon, The Four Graces showcases that quality Pinot Noir can be found at a value.
The 2021 vintage, a blend from various vineyards, demonstrates a harmonious
marriage of fruit and oak, challenging the notion that top-tier Pinot Noir must command
a premium price.

5. Castello di Volpaia Chianti Classico 2021, Italy (92 points, $30)

In the rolling hills of UGA Radda, Castello di Volpaia crafts a Chianti Classico that
balances tradition and modernity. This wine, primarily Sangiovese with a touch of
Merlot, offers a profile ripe with fruit and grounded by firm tannins, a fine
representation of the region's high-elevation vineyards.

6. Nicolas Feuillatte Brut Champagne Réserve Exclusive NV,
France (91 points, $39)

Nicolas Feuillatte, Champagne's leading cooperative, consistently delivers quality at a
fair price. This non-vintage Brut, born from a unique approach to blending by chief
winemaker Guillaume Roffiaen, exemplifies the cooperative's commitment to
excellence.

7. Diatom Chardonnay Santa Barbara County 2022, California (92
points, $23)

Greg Brewer's Diatom label presents a Chardonnay that's a study in precision and
minimalism. This wine, embodying the varietal's purest form, offers an intense and
vibrant experience, showcasing the cooler climates of California.



8. Volver Alicante Tarima Hill Old Vines 2020, Spain (91 points,
$20)

The Volver project, under Rafael Cañizares, shines a light on Spain's lesser-known
regions. The Tarima Hill Old Vines, made from Monastrell, is a testament to the
potential of historic vineyards in Alicante, delivering a wine of depth and character.

9. St.-Cosme Côtes du Rhône 2022, France (90 points, $21)

Louis Barruol's St.-Cosme estate, with roots stretching back centuries, offers a Côtes du
Rhône that stands out for its quality and complexity. Made entirely from Syrah, this
wine combines the intensity of the varietal with the sunny disposition of the Southern
Rhône.

10. Tapiz Malbec Uco Valley Alta Collection San Pablo Vineyard
2021, Argentina (90 points, $19)

From the high-altitude vineyards of San Pablo, Tapiz showcases the elegant side of
Argentine Malbec. This wine, crafted by Patricia Ortiz and her team, epitomizes the
balance and aromatic intensity that the region's unique terroir can impart.

This list not only serves as a guide to exceptional wines at reasonable prices but also as
a testament to the diversity and dynamism of the global wine industry. These
selections invite wine lovers to explore and enjoy the fruits of innovation, tradition


