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How a legal ruling in china shapes the future of wine protections

worldwide
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In a landmark decision with far-reaching implications for the wine industry, the Beijing
High Court recently upheld the protected status of the Prosecco DOC (Denominazione
di Origine Controllata) in a legal battle against the Australian Wine and Grape Inc.
(Agwi). This ruling marks a significant moment in the history of origin-based labeling

and the enforcement of geographical indications (Gls) on a global scale.

Originating from the northeastern regions of Veneto and Friuli-Venezia Giulia in Italy,
Prosecco has risen to international prominence, known for its light, effervescent
character. This popularity is a testament not only to the inherent quality of the wine but
also to the rigorous marketing and legal efforts to protect its denomination. The Beijing
High Court's decision is a triumph not just for Italian producers but also an
acknowledgment of the unique value inherent in a product intrinsically linked to its

place of origin.

The crux of Agwi's challenge lay in the assertion that 'Prosecco' referred to a grape
variety rather than a geographically protected wine. This distinction is crucial as a Gl
implies a quality and characteristics essentially attributable to its region of origin. The
Consorzio's steadfast defense of this concept underscores the significance of Gls as a

tool to safeguard not just a name but an entire cultural and agricultural heritage.

The case's resolution in China is particularly momentous, given that the country
represents one of the largest and fastest-growing wine markets globally. Protecting the
Prosecco denomination in this market prevents consumer confusion and safeguards the

reputation of a product born from deeply rooted wine traditions and expert knowledge.

Stefano Zanette, president of the “Consorzio per la Tutela del Prosecco DOC”,
expressed satisfaction with the outcome, emphasizing the importance of this
acknowledgment from a country as populous as China. The decision benefits Prosecco
producers and sets a significant precedent in protecting origin denominations and

geographical indications worldwide.

This legal victory also highlights the growing importance of GI regulations in
international wine trade. In a world where consumers are increasingly informed and
interested in the origins and authenticity of their consumables, protecting geographical

indications is essential in preserving cultural heritage, promoting quality, and



maintaining consumer trust.

In summary, the Beijing High Court's ruling in favor of Italian Prosecco is not just a win
for producers in this region but also bolsters the importance of geographical indications
as tools for cultural, economic, and legal protection in the global wine arena. This
decision strengthens the framework for protecting Gls and sets a relevant precedent for

future disputes in the complex world of wine origin denominations.



