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The UK Government's Move to
Pint-Sized Wine Bottles

500-milliliter bottle: The UK wine industry's response to new

regulations and market challenges
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The recent announcement by the British government to permit the sale of wine in pint-
sized bottles, a decision reminiscent of former Prime Minister Winston Churchill's
preference for champagne, has sparked a lively debate within the spheres of alcoholic
beverages and cultural traditions. This development, unveiled on Wednesday,

December 27, represents a significant shift in alcohol sale regulations and is part of the



so-called "new Brexit freedoms."

The ability to sell wine in pints is a byproduct of Brexit, the official exit of the United
Kingdom from the European Union in 2020. Among other consequences, this event
freed the country from European norms regarding weights and measures. The
introduction of pint-sized wine bottles is hailed as a part of these newfound freedoms

post-Brexit.

This move's context is intriguing in terms of both history and regulation. The
international sale of beer, wine, and spirits involves a variety of measures that, while
not altering the content, differ based on units established by different governments
over centuries. Traditionally, a standard wine bottle holds 750 milliliters, equivalent to
approximately five glasses. However, there are options that do not conform to this

standard.

The UK's imperial measurement system, codified in 1824 with the British Weights and
Measures Act, standardized the use of units like the pound and the yard. With the
country's accession to the European Economic Community, manufacturers had to

display measurements in the metric system alongside the traditional imperial units.

The imperial pint, equivalent to 568 milliliters, is a cherished traditional British
measurement. During the years of EU membership, the closest to this measurement
was the 500-milliliter bottle, containing roughly three glasses of wine. These bottles,

slightly smaller than pint-size, are common in the UK, alongside various other sizes.

The British government's decision to review European regulations post-Brexit and
consider reintroducing imperial measurements is noteworthy. Approximately 100,000
people participated in a government consultation on whether to revert to the imperial

measurement system, yet ultimately only 1.3% showed interest in fully reviving it.

Although the UK will continue using the metric system for other foods and beverages,
the pint-sized wine bottle represents a symbolic gesture that glorifies the country's
"long and proud history" with imperial measurements. The government promises that
these additional 1.8 ounces of wine will boost innovation, increase business freedoms,

and improve choice for consumers.



However, the feasibility of this measure is the subject of debate. A 568-milliliter wine
bottle would be marketable only in the British market, smaller than many European
markets. For perspective, in 2022, there are approximately 200 wineries in England,
while wine-producing countries like France and Italy boast tens of thousands of

wineries.

Whether wine producers will opt to adopt this new-old measurement remains uncertain.
However, at least one historic British figure, Winston Churchill, might have welcomed
this change, in line with his famous remark that a pint of champagne was "enough for

two at lunch and one at dinner."



