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The global wine landscape has witnessed a dynamic shift over the past two decades,
with evolving preferences and consumption patterns emerging across the top ten wine-
consuming countries. This article delves into the comprehensive data provided by the
International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV) in their 2023 report, "Evolution of
World Wine Production and Consumption," spotlighting the period between 2000 and
2021.



1. The United States: A Diverse Palette of Preferences

Leading the chart in 2021, the United States exhibited a robust appetite for all wine
colors. With a total consumption of 33.1 million hectoliters (mhl), representing 14.1% of
global wine consumption, American preferences have shifted significantly towards
white and rosé wines. The data reveals a staggering increase of 54.9% in red wine
consumption, 64.9% in white wine, and 22.1% in rosé wine, showcasing the nation's
evolving palate.

2. Italy: Tradition Meets Transformation

Italy, renowned for its wine heritage, stood as the second largest consumer at 24.1 mhl.
Interestingly, while the country witnessed a drop of 30.6% in red wine consumption,
white and rosé wines saw an upswing of 10% and 15.4%, respectively. This shift
highlights a transformation in Italian wine culture, moving away from the dominance of
red wines.

3. France: Redefining Wine Consumption

France, a country synonymous with wine, has seen a dramatic shift in its consumption
patterns. The marked decline in red wine consumption (-49.2%) and a stable but
declining trend in white and rosé wines underscore a significant change in French wine
culture. The country's total consumption in 2021 was estimated at 23.2 mhl.

4. Germany: Stability Amidst Change

Germany presents a story of relative stability, with a slight shift from red to white and
rosé wines. The total wine consumption has remained consistent, but the decrease in
red wine's share from 56% to 48% between 2000 and 2021 is noteworthy.

5. The United Kingdom: A Growing Thirst for Variety

The UK, ranking fifth globally, has seen a notable increase in all wine categories.
Despite a higher overall consumption of red wine, its share dropped from 48% to 40%,
indicating a growing inclination towards white and rosé wines.



6. China: The Red Wine Dominance

China stands out with its overwhelming preference for red wine, which accounted for
92% of its total consumption in 2021. This trend has been consistently rising since
2000, overshadowing the presence of white and rosé wines in the Chinese market.

7. Russia: White Wine on the Rise

Russian wine consumption trends between 2000 and 2021 reveal an interesting
trajectory. White wine has gained significant ground, increasing its share by 13
percentage points at the expense of red wine.

8. Spain: A Decline Across the Board

Spain's wine consumption has been on a downward slope, with all wine types
experiencing a decrease in volumes. Interestingly, red wine has increased its relative
weight, contrasting with the decline in rosé wine.

9. Argentina: A Shift Towards Red

Argentina's wine consumption has plummeted, with a notable shift in preference from
white to red wine. This change reflects a broader trend in the country's consumption
patterns, with red wine becoming increasingly dominant.

10. Australia: Consistency in Diversity

Australia exhibited a consistent growth in wine consumption until 2010, followed by
stabilization. The country maintains a balanced distribution across all wine types, with
red, white, and rosé wines holding steady shares in the market.


