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Tragedy strikes as champagne
tainted with ecstasy claims a life
in restaurant

35-year-old man arrested on organized drug trafficking and homicide

charges

Friday, December 1, 2023

In a startling case that has gripped international attention, a 52-year-old man tragically

lost his life, and several others fell gravely ill after consuming champagne laced with

MDMA, commonly known as ecstasy, in a German restaurant. This harrowing incident,



which unfolded in February 2022, has brought to light the dangers of the illegal drug

trade and its insidious reach into the realm of consumer products.

The champagne in question, a three-liter bottle of Moét & Chandon Ice Impérial, was
purchased in Weiden, a Bavarian city. Following its consumption, the group that
included five men and three women, aged between 33 and 52, exhibited severe
poisoning symptoms. The 52-year-old man, unfortunately, succumbed to the effects on
the same night. Toxicological tests later confirmed the presence of a high concentration

of MDMA in the champagne.

This alarming event prompted an exhaustive investigation by the German prosecutors,
leading to the recent arrest of a 35-year-old Polish national in the Netherlands. The
suspect, now facing charges of organized drug trafficking, negligent homicide, and
causing bodily harm, is believed to be linked to a criminal gang. He is accused of
storing drugs in bottles, a practice that resulted in the distribution of contaminated

bottles to unsuspecting individuals.

The scope of this criminal operation appears to extend beyond Germany, with the
source of the MDMA being traced back to the Netherlands. There, authorities
discovered additional contaminated bottles, raising an international alarm about the

potential risks associated with contaminated mass-consumed products.

The tragedy in Weiden has prompted German and Dutch authorities to issue warnings
to consumers, urging them to be cautious when purchasing or consuming Moét &
Chandon Ice Impérial champagne. They have also noted that the contaminated

champagne exhibited a reddish-brown color, serving as a warning sign for consumers.

This incident not only raises grave concerns over the safety of consumer products but
also highlights the need for stricter surveillance and regulation in the alcoholic
beverage supply chain. International collaboration in investigation and preventive

measures is crucial to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

German authorities continue to investigate the case, grappling with multiple unknowns
surrounding the incident. The arrest of the 35-year-old man has shed some light on the

situation, but many questions remain unanswered as the investigation unfolds.



