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France set to become World's
Leading Wine Producer in 2023

France to outpace Italy as Top Wine Producer

Friday, November 3, 2023

As the global wine industry braces for a significant shift in production leadership,

France is poised to claim the title of the world's leading wine producer in 2023. This
anticipated change is attributed to a confluence of factors including a decrease in

Italian output and a stable performance in French vineyards.



For years, Italy has held the prestigious position of the top wine producer, a claim only
interrupted by Spain in 2011 and 2014. However, recent projections from Agreste, the
statistics agency of the French Ministry of Agriculture, suggest that France is not only
on track to surpass Italy's production but also to achieve a new milestone in its

viticultural history.

In a stark contrast to Italy's declining yield, which is expected to drop from 50 million
hectoliters in the previous year to around 43 million, France's wine production is set to
maintain its 2022 level at 46 million hectoliters. This figure exceeds the average of the

past five years by 3%, signaling a robust and resilient viticulture sector in the country.

This shift is underpinned by a challenging season for Italian vineyards, which have
suffered a 14% decrease in national production due to adverse weather conditions. The
most significant declines, as reported by Coldiretti, Italy's leading agricultural
organization, have been observed in central and southern regions, with some areas

experiencing a reduction of up to 50%.

Jean-Marie Cardebat, a wine economy specialist at the University of Bordeaux,
recognizes France's ascent as symbolic yet circumstantial. He attributes part of this
change to the prevalence of diseases like downy mildew in Italian vineyards, which

have contributed to the country's diminished production.

In France, the production has seen variability across different wine regions. While
downy mildew and heatwaves have lowered yields in areas such as Bordeaux and the
southwest, and drought has impacted Languedoc and Roussillon, regions like Charentes

have enjoyed more favorable conditions, as noted by Agreste.

The world demand for wine has also seen a downturn, particularly from China, which,
coupled with the Italian production cuts, may positively influence market prices by

easing pressure, suggests Cardebat.

The wine industry is inherently subject to the volatility of climate and diseases affecting
vineyards. The market's response to these shifts will be instrumental in understanding
the reconfiguration of the global balance within the wine industry. The current scenario
underscores the sector's need for adaptability and resilience in the face of challenges

posed by climate change and other environmental factors.



