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The 15th edition of the Hong Kong International Wines & Spirits Fair is set to commence
on November 3, running through November 5 at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre. Organized by the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC),
this esteemed event has established itself as a cornerstone in the wine and spirits



industry calendar.

This year's fair will feature more than 500 exhibitors from 17 countries and regions,
thereby making it a diverse platform for industry experts, merchants, and aficionados
alike. The first two days are exclusive to trade professionals and buyers, with the doors
opening to the general public on November 5. This bifurcation allows for dedicated
business-to-business interactions, followed by consumer engagement, making it a well-
rounded event.

Sophia Chong, the deputy executive director of the HKTDC, emphasized the resilient
nature of the wine and spirits market, especially in the context of the challenges posed
by the COVID-19 pandemic. According to Chong, Hong Kong serves as a vital link to the
burgeoning wine and liquor market in Asia, particularly Mainland China. International
wine companies have been quick to set up operations in Hong Kong to capitalize on
business prospects both in Mainland China and globally. This year's fair is thus viewed
as a pivotal event for both local and international corporations in the industry.

Statista projects that the worldwide wine market will achieve a revenue of US$333.00
billion in 2023, with an expected annual growth rate of 5.52% from 2023 to 2027. Hong
Kong's market appears set to surpass this, displaying a Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) of 6.42% for the same period. In 2023, revenue in Hong Kong's wine market is
expected to amount to US$660.70 million, with a volume growth of 3.0% anticipated for
2024.

Hong Kong's duty-free status makes it an attractive distribution hub for wine merchants
and investors. The proximity and market demand from Mainland China and Macao,
which accounted for approximately 69% of last year's wine exports, further cements its
strategic significance. In 2022, Hong Kong saw a robust increase of 45.1% in wine
exports, underscoring the territory's vital role in the global wine trade.

The fair will feature a broad spectrum of beverages, including Old and New World
wines, liquors from Mainland China and Japan, as well as an assortment of whiskies and
beers. The event will host 11 group pavilions representing various countries and
regions, including Australia, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and Mainland China.



Additionally, several zones within the fair aim to promote comprehensive industry
development. These include areas dedicated to wine education, wine accessories,
equipment and services, and even snacks to pair with wines.

The Opening Reception will welcome Paul Chan, Financial Secretary of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government, as the Guest of Honour. The first day will
also feature a Wine Industry Conference titled 'EcoVino: Sustainability Trends and
Solutions', hosted by Master of Wine Debra Meiburg.

The second day will host another conference titled 'Uncorking Opportunities: Mapping
the China & Asian Wine Markets', providing valuable insights into regional market
dynamics.

The final day, open to the public, promises multiple tasting sessions and masterclasses,
offering an educational and enjoyable experience for all attendees.

 


