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France and Spain grapple with
escalating tensions in the wine
sector

Tensions escalate as french viticulturists block spanish trucks in

protest against wine imports

Thursday, October 19, 2023

In an unprecedented display of discontent, around 500 French viticulturists and

oenologists took drastic measures to voice their objections to Spanish wine imports.
The protestors, primarily from the French departments of Aude and Pyrénées-
Orientales, gathered near the toll booth of Le Boulou, a small town in the South of
France, effectively blocking the main arterial route at the Le Perthus border crossing.

This barrier caused significant disruptions for Spanish trucks, primarily those carrying



wine, on the morning of last Thursday. The demonstration escalated to involve acts of
vandalism, including the destruction of tomato shipments and the burning of vehicle

tires.

Frédéric Rouanet, the President of the Union of Viticulturists of Aude, spearheaded the
protest. According to him, the primary aim was to "halt Spanish imports," which, he
argues, have been severely detrimental to the vitivinicultural ventures in southern
France. Protestors claim that Spanish vineyards are able to offer wine at considerably
lower prices than their French counterparts, thereby negatively impacting the local

market.

The list of grievances extended beyond the immediate concern of wine imports.
Protestors also called for social security assistance, transformation of state-guaranteed
loans into subsidized credits, and banking support measures to resolve liquidity issues,

underscoring the economic pressures they face.

Bulk Wine: A Specific Bone of Contention

A focal point of the controversy revolves around bulk wine imported from Spain. The
bulk wine is often bottled in France before hitting the shelves, a practice that has
particularly rankled French viticulturists, as they perceive it as unfair competition. This
aspect adds a new layer of complexity to an already charged scenario involving market

dynamics, national pride, and livelihoods.

Diplomatic and Economic Implications

This incident has unearthed escalating tensions between France and Spain, two
countries with a rich and long history of both collaboration and competition in wine
production. Both nations are significant players in the global wine market, and any
imbalance could have far-reaching implications. It could not only affect the economies

of the two countries but could also strain bilateral diplomatic relations.



The Authorities' Stance: Questions Abound

As of this writing, law enforcement agencies have largely stayed at a distance,
choosing not to intervene, at least initially. This raises questions about how the
situation will be managed moving forward and what preventive measures will be put in

place to deter such incidents in the future.

The blockade and subsequent acts of vandalism mark a pivotal moment in the ongoing
tension between French and Spanish wine producers. This incident serves as a stark
reminder that international trade conflicts can quickly turn volatile, with potential
ramifications that extend far beyond the economic sphere. As the situation continues to
evolve, it remains to be seen how authorities from both countries will address these

deeply rooted issues.



