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Scandal in France's Champagne
Region: an investigation into a
winery accused of counterfeiting
1.8 million bottles of champagne

Investigation in progress: authorities act on alleged fraud

Wednesday, August 23, 2023

In a world-renowned region recognized for its exquisite sparkling wines, a storm has

gathered that threatens to sully the reputation of France's Champagne industry. The

region of Champagne finds itself at the center of scandalous allegations involving a



prominent producer. An accusation of fraud, involving the manufacturing of
approximately 1.8 million counterfeit bottles, could have serious ramifications for the
entire French wine industry. Here we delve into the details of the case, the accusations,

the responses, and what it means for the world of wine.

Ludivine Jeanmingin, a former employee of Champagne Didier Chopin in Soissons, has
lodged a complaint against her former employer, alleging fraudulent practices in the
production of Champagne. According to her statements, the company is accused of
importing wines from Ardeche and Spain, blending them with liquors, artificially

injecting carbon dioxide, bottling, and then selling them as authentic Champagne.

Jeanmingin states that the number amounts to approximately 1.8 million bottles of fake
Champagne, spanning across 22 different labels. She also points out that this fraud

began in June of last year, when the company started experiencing financial difficulties.

FranceBleu, a regional news channel, has reported that the French supermarket Leclerc
has taken the step to withdraw the producer's bottles from its shelves. Simultaneously,
France's Anti-Fraud Bureau, the DGCCRF, has been informed of the case and is already

conducting tests on the wines involved in the complaint.

Moreover, the Public Prosecutor's Office in Reims is expected to launch a formal
investigation concerning the case. A second employee, who still works at the
Champagne house, has corroborated Jeanmingin's account, confirming that carbon

dioxide and liquor were added to the sparkling wine, an act that is entirely illegal.

The news has caused a significant stir in the French media, leading to strong criticism
from the consumers of the product. One of them has described the Champagne as
"Catastrophe. Undrinkable." On the other hand, Chopin has vehemently denied the
allegations, labeling them as "baseless" and "disgraceful" in statements to a local

newspaper.

This case highlights the importance of maintaining integrity and authenticity in the
wine industry. The potential involvement of such a distinguished producer in fraud of
this magnitude raises serious questions about practices and regulations within the
industry. It could have significant consequences, affecting consumer trust in the

appellation of origin and the quality of French wines in general.



As the investigation continues, the world will be watching closely to see how this
scandal unfolds and what measures will be taken to preserve the reputation of a

cherished industry.



