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Climate change and italian
viticulture: a paradigm shift in
wine production

Climate change threatens to burst Prosecco's bubble, as historic
vineyards grapple with scorching temperatures and uncertain

harvests.
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As the Mediterranean region confronts yet another intense heatwave, the soul of Italian
viticulture stands at a critical juncture. The recent heatwave, evocatively named
Cerberus, has brought scorching temperatures, compelling locals and tourists to seek
shelter. For many lItalians, the situation is more than a mere discomfort; it represents a

potential seismic shift in the country's time-honored wine-making traditions.

Challenges in Wine Country

From the historic streets of Rome, where temperatures hovered around 40°C, to the
serene vineyards throughout the nation, red alerts blared, warning of the climatic
dangers. The wine industry, heralded as an emblematic sector of Italian culture, now

confronts unprecedented challenges.

Recent headlines, such as The Times' ominous proclamation, "Climate change
threatens to burst Prosecco's bubble," capture the essence of these anxieties. The twin
threats of water scarcity and sun-scorched grapes loom ominously over upcoming
harvests, raising doubts about whether traditional strategies, like the classic pergola

vine training system, can withstand the evolving climate.

Frontline Insights: A Vintner's Perspective

Ivan Cappello, a revered winemaking consultant for Uva Sapiens, who collaborates with
renowned estates like Musita in Sicily, Bisol 1542 in Prosecco, and Emilia Romagna's La
Mancina, offers a first-hand perspective. Every day, Cappello confronts the

manifestations of climate change.

Last year, Northern Italy, an area typically immune to such extremities, grappled with a
debilitating drought. This was swiftly followed by torrential rainfall earlier this year,

inundating regions like Romagna's Sangiovese vineyards.

However, Cappello posits that these climatic roller-coasters could be a disguised boon.
Recalling the prior summer's searing heat, particularly in Northern Italy, he mentions,
"The subsequent winter brought abundant rain, bolstering our water reserves,

preparing us for this year's heatwave."



Addressing the Climate Conundrum

With the increasing volatility of weather patterns, the viticultural community remains
on tenterhooks. Cappello underscores the need for swift adaptation. "Climate change
outpaces our agricultural traditions. It's imperative to revise our technical approaches,
moving away from long-held agronomic practices, and innovating to safeguard our

vineyards."

Interestingly, Cappello's recommended solutions don't solely hinge on state-of-the-art
technology. Drawing from the annals of history, he emphasizes the resilience of old
vines, their deep roots accessing water from greater depths, offering a buffer against
drought. Furthermore, leveraging native Italian grape varieties, which inherently bear a

higher resistance to heat, could be pivotal.

The relentless march of rising temperatures is driving a noticeable trend: vineyards
migrating to higher altitudes. Regions like Abruzzo are witnessing a shift from coastal
areas towards the mountains. The Consorzio Tutela Vini d'Abruzzo has even revised the
permissible altitude for planting vines, elevating it from 600 to 800 metres above sea

level.

Cappello also draws attention to a global trend, remarking, "Great Britain's emergence
as a hub for sparkling wines is noteworthy." With climate change reshaping the
viticultural landscape, will Italian wine maestros turn their gaze to the UK's burgeoning

wine sector?

However, the situation isn't uniform across Italy. Even as places like Sicily experience
blistering temperatures, the Mediterranean Sea's influence provides a modulating

effect, safeguarding certain regions.

A Look Ahead

Cappello's insights paint a cautiously optimistic picture for the Italian wine industry
amidst climate change. Emphasizing the nation's rich repository of indigenous grape
varieties and myriad high-altitude regions, Cappello believes there are tools to combat

the climate challenge. However, complacency isn't an option.



The evolving climatic narrative will redefine Italy's viticultural map. A shift to cooler
terrains seems imminent. For wine aficionados and producers alike, the key takeaway is

clear: adaptation is the only way forward to preserve the essence and quality of Italian

wines in an era of climate unpredictability.



